
 

St. Luke’s Staff 

Ministers  

All members 

Pastor  

Rev. Karen Barth 

Music Director 

Neva Polley Scott 

Accountant 

Cindy Scroggins 

Custodians 

Carole Watson 

Eunice Oakes 

Council President 

Barney Harting 

Church Administrator 

Alecia Simonis 

Office Hours 

9:30am-12:30pm 

Monday—Friday 

October/November 2021  

Still Speaking 

St. Luke’s  United Church of  Christ  

Sunday 

Worship  

10:00am.   

Recorded services are      

available via Facebook. 

Worship at St. Luke’s  

It has been a blessing to see so many people in the building as things start to get back 

to normal. If you have any questions about the safety protocols that we are following 

to keep everyone safe, please contact the church office.   

 

Our worship services begin at 10:00 AM on Sundays. If you would prefer to         

participate virtually, you can join us on our St. Luke’s United Church of Christ      

Facebook page at 10am on Sunday mornings so that we can still worship together.    

If you have any difficulty accessing the virtual worship services, please contact the 

church office. 

Weekly Updates 
Keep an eye on our St. Luke’s United Church of Christ Facebook page and our 

weekly emails to keep up to date on what’s happening in our congregation. If you are 

not subscribed to the weekly emails and would like to get on the list, please contact 

the church office. 

Loaves and Fishes 

St. Luke’s next date to serve Loaves and Fishes is October 30. We will need 4-6  

people to prepare and serve lunches. Please contact Steve Shetter if you are able to 

help. 

Church Donations 

Thank you to all of you have sent in your pledges and donations to St. Luke's        

recently. As you continue to support St. Luke’s mission of being a caring presence in 

Southern Indiana, please consider giving online by going to the link on our website at 

www.stlukes.cc. Or, you can mail your tithes and offerings to the church at 329   

Walnut St. Jeffersonville, IN 47130.  

Young Adults Mission and Ministry 

The Young Adults Mission and Ministry group meets on Tuesdays at 7:30. Please  

contact Amelia Blankenbeker or the church office with any questions you may have 

about this new and exciting ministry. 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=SsKSQ0-nPT_k4RByT8_3XTNHXJCup0BJ0fXi01MHJDX-aAhJVdNVKTHj0IVYSiha4DihXrUIQDDB_1mlQvKS0hn1TqQBBhTsh0gD_cqB29gFcOi8cz1hvrsVrJqBPEI0qYab-LAM6Dud0mHFeM1KTZq7VoKaZwo4GdAuGicXagaPJaJxHi79nXrBzrHosE02H14
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=SsKSQ0-nPT_k4RByT8_3XTNHXJCup0BJ0fXi01MHJDX-aAhJVdNVKTHj0IVYSiha4DihXrUIQDDB_1mlQvKS0hn1TqQBBhTsh0gD_cqB29gFcOi8cz1hvrsVrJqBPEI0qYab-LAM6Dud0mHFeM1KTZq7VoKaZwo4GdAuGicXagaPJaJxHi79nXrBzrHosE02H14
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Pastor’s Letter 

 

Going to Ground 

Psalm 107:21-22 

Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love,  

for his wonderful works to humankind. 

And let them offer thanksgiving sacrifices,  

and tell of his deeds with songs of joy 

In the month of October I often find myself going to ground, as in, when the days shorten I find within myself 

that strong urge to pull in, to withdraw from the world and to find the cubbyhole where I can get quiet and 

go deeply into my center. I believe this is the primal instinct to prepare for winter. As the squirrels are  

frantically stowing away their walnuts and acorns, as the birds head south, I too feel the need to make sure I  

have the resources to see me through the time when earth’s resources also go underground.  

And at the same time, I feel welling up in me the anticipation of the celebrations that will come, Hallowe’en 

and All Saint’s Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas. The psalm reminds me that everything I need, I have been 

given by my loving Creator, that I have already been given anything I need to see me through whatever 

comes. And so, in celebration, I can offer with joy what I have been given in thanksgiving to the One who has 

made and sustains us all. 

As I go to ground, I find my center. I am reminded that in this human life that I have been lovingly given, the 

material resources are not the most important thing. God’s steadfast love is my unending resource.  

In the sanctuary, the choir is once again telling of God’s glorious deeds with songs of joy. Children are getting 

ready to trick or treat. We prepare on All Saints Day to remember those who have been witnesses to us of 

God’ unending care and devotion. And we look forward in November to offering our Thanksgiving sacrifices 

of gratitude, praise, care for others. God’s love and blessing are unending. We have all we need. 

God’s peace and grace to you today, 

Pastor Karen 
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Fall Choir Updates 

The choir resumed regular Wednesday rehearsals September 8, 2021.  The choir meets from 7-8 pm 
on Wednesdays in the Sanctuary. We do not rehearse in the loft, but rather in the pews, so we can 
socially distance and observe COVID-19 safety protocols. We will continue to monitor COVID-19 cases 
in the community and act in accordance of recommendations of the local health department and 
Church Council, understanding that the rule of these days is flexibility. All are welcome and I hope to 
see you there! 

Psalm 150:6 

Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord. Praise Ye the Lord.  

One in Spirit and in Song 

As we return to singing in groups this Fall I give thanks for all the indi-
viduals and small groups who contributed to music over the past year.  
This was in the form of videos, audio recordings, singing live in the 
sanctuary, as well as singing from home while sharing in a St. Luke’s 
virtual service .  While we could not hear all our voices together as a 
group.  I know that as you sang at home and shared in the worship to-
gether, we were together in spirit and song.  During this time of return-
ing to in-person activities, I know that some people are ready to be back 
in-person singing.  Yet, some people are not.  And, that is alright.  
Wherever you are in your journey during this pandemic, we are still one 
in spirit.  There are no rights and wrongs in the decisions that we all 
make individually for ourselves and those we love.  We each must take 
the steps that are right for us and we can all respect each other as we 
make these decisions. I invite all of our St. Luke’s friends to join in the 
music – from the pew, from the choir loft, from your kitchen table, 
from your car – wherever you are .   And, I look forward to continuing 
to navigate these days together – one at a time.   

Sending you peace in Christ,  
Neva Scott 
Music Director  



Dear St. Luke’s, 

As we move into the fall/winter of the year, I would like to say that the church is slowing down for a breath 

of crisp fresh air. Well at least for a minute or two. After you all did another collective fabulous job at  

Oktoberfest, you need to pat yourself on the back and take a second to rest proudly. 

But don’t rest too much, we have a lot to do and look forward to in the next few months to a year.  

Last month the council voted on the possibility of making Pastor Karen our Permanent Pastor after this term 

call is up. This is step 1 of the whole process, now Finance, Personnel, and Karen are negotiating the  

particulars of her Call. Then at the Congregational meeting in November, you, the congregation will vote on 

either approving the call or not.  

The other order of business for the meeting will be to discuss and approve/amend/decline the budget for 

2022. We will also discuss the council officers for next year. If you have not noticed this is a very important 

congregational meeting, please try and make sure you are in attendance that day for the services and  

meeting. 

If November is not busy enough, then we move into December and start getting ready for the Birthday of 

Jesus. For many in the church this is a special time in the life of the church, and I look forward to seeing  

everyone this year, as we did not really get to fully celebrate Jesus’ birthday together last year. 

As we move into the New Year, we have another event to look forward to, there will be more to follow on 

the date and times of this event, but the planning and preparation for St. Luke’s Sausage Supper will be in full 

swing.  

Thank you for all you do, and I look forward to taking you all into 2022 for a vibrant and exciting year ahead. 

In Peace, 

Barney 

PAGE 4 STILL SPEAKING  

Women’s Fellowship 

The Women’s Fellowship meets on second Wednesday of every month. The next meeting will be November 

10, 2021 at noon. Please bring a sack lunch and drink and meet us in the Blankenbeker Room downstairs. All 

women are invited to lift our spirits, share ideas and enjoy fellowship. 

Missions & Growth 

The Missions and Growth Committee would like to encourage you to continue to participate in giving to-

wards repairs of the pool at Merom. The Pool Penny Wars will continue through December 5. We are col-

lecting loose coins and small bills in designated jugs in Watson Hall. If you would prefer , you may send a 

check or make a payment through Vanco, designating your offering for the Merom Pool Fund. 

The Christmas Fund Offering will be collected on December 19. This fund has been caring for active and re-

tired clergy and lay employees of the United Church of Christ for over 100 years, providing emergency 

grants, supplementation of small annuities and health premiums, and Christmas “Thank You” gift checks each 

December to our lower-income retirees. If you would like to contribute to this offering, you can write a 

check or make a payment through Vanco, designating your offering for the Christmas fund. 
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October Anniversaries  

1st John & Neva Scott 

5th John Kevin & Megan Koehler 

24th Bill & Beth Maloney 

1st Erin Reid 

3rd Lucas Hennegan 

4th Sandra Byars 

 Carol Higdon 

7th Amelia  

 Blankenbeker 

11th Susie Pope 
 Denise Hicks 

12th Kris Steele 

13th  Anna Tarter 

17th Jeff Turner 

18th Ellie Thornberry 

 

19th Kathie Miller 

 Brian Mabry 

20th Megan Koehler 

 Ken Heibert 

 Jeff Thornberry 

21st Wes Scott 

23rd Rylan Byars 
27th Neva Scott 

28th Agnes Ward 

29th  Caimen Reid 

 Paula Densford 

30th Bridget Anson 

STILL SPEAKING 

October Birthdays 

2nd Faye Harting 

6th Ian Ellis 

7th Nick Steele 

11th Robb Sorrell 

 Keith Emly 

13th Steve Shetter 

18th Arden  
 Thornberry 

 

 

 

 

 

19th Gary Maloney 

 Doris Trinkle 

20th Kathy Webster 

26th Rhonda Edwards 

27th Samuel  

 Thornberry 

29th Autumn Turner  
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The Book of Golden Memories list is now available in its entirety on the St. Luke’s website at 

www.stlukes.cc.  

October 2 First Baptist 

October 9 St. James 

October 16 Tri Kappa 

October 23 Cook Memorial 

October 30 St. Luke’s 

November 6 Larry & Lyda Abell Group 

November 13 First Christian 

November 20 St. Augustine 

November 27 Faith Lutheran 

November Loaves and Fishes October Loaves and Fishes 

November Birthdays 

November Anniversaries  

1st Jack & Susan Vissing 

3rd Jeff & Julie Thornberry 

9th Jason & Tonya Smith 

23rd Larry & Peggy Enteman 

Please let the church office know if we have missed listing any birthdays or anniversaries. 
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August Calendar 
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September Calendar 



329 Walnut St. 

Jeffersonville, IN 47130 

Phone: 812-282-3383 

Email: stlukesucc@hotmail.com 

Website: stlukes.cc 

A friendly 

family of 

faith 

Follow us on Facebook! 

www.facebook.com/stlukesjeff 

ST. LUKE’S 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

  

 No matter who you are 

  Or where you are  

   On life’s journey, 

You’re welcome here. 


