
St. Luke’s Staff 

Ministers  

All members 

Pastor 

Rev. Trisha Gilbertson 

Music Director 

Neva Polley Scott 

Accountant 

Cindy Scroggins 

Custodians 

Martha Frame 

Carole Watson 

Council President 

Gary Maloney 

Church Administrator 

Becky Herald 

Office Hours 
9:00am to noon 

Monday-Friday 

 December 2018/January 2019  

Still Speaking 

St. Luke 's  United Church of  Christ  

Worship Schedule 

10:00 am Worship 

Nursery available 

10:30 am Sunday School 

for Kids  

11:00 am Fellowship  

Advent and Christmas 
Waiting in Silence 

Join Pastor Trish for quiet meditation and centering prayer. No meditation 
experience necessary. Everyone is welcome – most especially those of you 

who say, “My mind is too busy for meditation.” We’ll meet for four Sundays 

beginning December 2 at 9:00am in the Blankenbeker room. 

 

Hanging of the Greens 

On Sunday, December 2, after worship, we will come together to decorate 

the church for the season. A light lunch will be served and there will be 

crafts for all ages. 

 

Christmas Pageant   

The children of St. Luke’s will have their Christmas Pageant on Sunday, De-

cember 16. The youth will also be leading the service that morning. 

 

Christmas Eve Service 

Our traditional Christmas Eve candlelight service will be at 7:00pm. This will 

be a service of lessons and carols, candlelight and 

communion with special music and holy awe as we 

welcome the Christ Child. 

 

Church Office Closures 

The church office will be closed on Christmas Eve, 

Christmas Day, New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day. 

Star Gifts 
Come on Sunday, January 6, to receive your star gift for 2019! What’s a star 

gift? It’s nothing fancy—just a simple piece of yellow paper, cut into the shape 

of a star, with a word written on it. The word might be 

something like “love” or “faith” or “time.” Every star is 

unique—there are no two words the same. When you 

receive your star gift, you are invited to meditate on that 

word throughout the coming year, trusting that the Spirit 

has a message of challenge or comfort for you through it.  
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Pastor’s Corner 
Friends in Christ, 

In our daily lives when we’re waiting for something, we often think of the period of waiting as filler 

time. Consider the last time you waited in line for something.  

If you’re like me, you probably got out your smart phone and mindlessly began to scroll through Insta-

gram until you got to the front of the line. 

However, as we enter into the season of Advent, this time is anything but filler. Within the Christian 

tradition, Advent and Christmas are a time of watching, waiting, preparing and expecting. As we await the 

birth of Jesus and read the stories and words of Habbakuk, Esther, Isaiah and Matthew, the season be-

comes a meaningful time for vision, action and promise. And as we light candles each week for hope, peace, 

love and joy, we are reminded that we wait faithfully, trusting that God is always doing something new.  

I hope you’ll join us for worship during the Advent season as we lean into the theme, For Such a Time as 

This. You can expect to hear your favorite hymns and to participate in the traditional lighting of the Advent 

wreath each week. This year, we’ll also be introducing a new practice of offering Advent testimonies. Dur-

ing worship, a few folks from St. Luke’s will reflect on what hope, peace, love and joy mean to them. 

Finally, this Advent, I’m hoping we can reclaim this season from the noise, busy-ness and anxiety that 

often defines the holidays. For four Sundays beginning on December 2, I invite you to join me at 9:00am in 

the Blankenbeker Room for 20 minutes of quiet prayer and meditation before worship. I’ll lead you 

through some guided meditations, and it will serve as a very basic introduction to centering prayer. My 

prayer is that by entering into intentional silence together, our time of waiting will be enhanced by this 

powerful spiritual discipline.  

I look forward to waiting well with you during this sacred time. 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Trish 

Poinsettias  
We are once again ordering poinsettias from the 

Kentucky Hemophilia Foundation this year. If you 

would like to purchase poinsettias in honor or 

memory of loved ones, they are $12 each and avail-

able in red, white or pink. Orders and payments 

must be in no later than Sunday, December 2. You 

can call or email the church office to place your or-

der at 282-3383 or stlukesucc@hotmail.com.  

Loaves & Fishes 
St. Luke’s will be in charge of the Loaves & Fishes 

meal on Saturday, December 8. Our dates for 2019 

are March 2, May 11, July 20, September 14, and 

November 30, If you are interested in helping, 

speak with Steve Shetter. 
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Christmas Fund 
The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund provides for retired and active 

clergy and lay workers of the church who are in financial need. One of the United Church of Christ’s four 

Special Mission Offerings, the Christmas Fund provides supplements to small pensions, assistance with re-

tirees' health insurance premiums, grants in emergencies, and “thank you” checks to remind retirees that 

they continue to be remembered and held with affection by their wider church family. We will be joining 

congregations of the UCC across the country as we receive the Christmas Fund Offering during worship 

on Christmas Sundays, December 16 and 23. Please share generously on behalf of all those who have given 

of themselves in service to the church!  

Installation of Officers  
On Sunday, January 13, we will install our new officers and leaders for 2019, as they were elected by the 

congregation at its November meeting. Please plan to join us for this special occasion to bless our new 

leaders in 2019. 

Thank you to the following people who have agreed to served on the Church Council for 2019.  

Gary Maloney – President   Jack Vissing – Vice President 

Eden Kuhlenschmidt – Secretary  Dibbs Harting – Treasurer 

Kerri Cline – Financial Secretary  Kathy Fox – Children & Youth 

Denise Hicks – Faith & Fellowship  David Blankenbeker – Finance & Property 

Ken Turner – Missions & Growth   Carol Higdon – Personnel  

Steffanie O’Neal – Spiritual Life 

Women’s Fellowship 
If you’d like to be a member of Women’s Fellowship, we usually meet the third Wednesday of the 

month at noon. Meeting times are adjusted sometimes around the holidays. Our June meeting is a picnic at 

Perrin Park. We do not meet in July or August to allow for vacations. 

A Bible Study with Pastor Trish is at the beginning of our meeting. In the business part of our meeting. 

We discuss volunteer opportunities, fundraising projects, and missions. Some of our past and current pro-

jects are participating in Oktoberfest and Sausage Supper Country Stores and selling Rada cutlery, hosting 

Kids’ Fest, helping with funding for choir robes, gathering items for guests for Haven House, and we are 

currently discussing how we can supplement what the church gives so that the children can attend Merom. 

These are just a few things that we have done and in which we are involved. In our December meeting we 

assemble Christmas bags for our members who no longer attend church due to medical reasons. We also 
send cards to them every month and have made lap quilts for them. If some of these 

things interest you or you have some ideas on projects that we could do, please 

come join us. We always welcome new members. 

Grace and Peace, 

Denise Hicks 
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St. Luke’s UCC Council Minutes 

September 17, 2018 
 

The meeting was called to order at 6:05 p.m. with prayer by the pastor and a devotional to God’s Call 

Matthew 28:19-26.  Those present were Pastor Trisha Gilbertson, Gary Maloney, Peggy Hardaway, Mike 

Campbell, Eden Kuhlenschmidt, Barney Harting, Kat Miller, Bev Hennegan. Dibbs Harting attended via 

phone. Not present: Carol Higdon, Kelly Khuri, Kelley Curran. 

The minutes from the August 20, 2018 were approved.  

The financial report from August 20, 2018 was approved. 

Pastor’s report: She continues to offer pastoral care and is trying to visit one or two of the homebound 

each week. She attended her first No Life Forgotten service, honoring a neighbor who had been killed and 

has conducted her first funeral at St. Luke’s for Von Ward. She has met with the local ministers’ associa-

tion, will be attending the conference ministerium, and will be meeting with the White Flag group to learn 

about their procedures and offerings. Pastor Trisha will be responsible for preaching this year’s community 

Thanksgiving service. She has also met with the Township Trustee to learn of the services he provides to 

community. Pastor Trisha also presented changing the Christmas Eve service to one service held at 7:00 

p.m. on December 24th. This idea was approved by the Council. 

Personnel: A motion from Carol Higdon was sent to the Finance Committee for consideration.  Motion 

was tabled until after the Finance committee meets. 

Finance: 1) Oktoberfest 4-7, September 30th. Information sent out to all churches, discussion around 

placing an ad in the newspaper. 2) Stewardship Committee: Eden reported on communications from the 

Stewardship Committee. Mike Campbell reported on developing a Call Team. 

Fellowship: Kat Miller reported on the October 28th dinner. 

Children and Youth: September 30, 2018 is Youth Sunday. October 28, 2018 the youth will meet on 

Saturday to make bread. On Sunday they will help with the meal and then sponsor Trunk or Treat in the 

parking lot.  Members of the congregation are requested to bring bags of candy for this event. 

Missions: not present 

Elders: will be meeting next Sunday. 

Nominations for new Council members is 80% completed.  Discussed restructuring of Missions & Evan-

gelism to have 3 subcommittees. 

Lease on Preschool: All items required are checked off and it is operating. 

Moved to adjourn and closed with prayer at 7:10 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Eden Kuhlenschmidt 

Council Secretary 
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St. Luke’s UCC Council Minutes 

October 15, 2018 
The meeting was called to order at 6:05 p.m. by Gary Maloney. Those present: Rev. Trisha Gilbertson, 

Gary Maloney, Steffanie O’Neal, Carol Higdon, Kelley Curran, Mike Campbell, Eden Kuhlenschmidt, Bar-

ney Harting, and Bev Hennegan. Those absent: Dibbs Harting, Peggy Hardaway, Kelly Khuri, Kat Miller. 

The minutes were approved and accepted as posted in Google Docs. The Financial Report was given 

and approved.  

Property & Finance: Barney Harting reported on the disbursements to various service missions from 

the Benevolences fund. Oktoberfest saw an increase in meals served and the street fair was a major suc-

cess. More people were able to attend and to help with the move to Saturday.  Plans are to keep the Ok-

toberfest on Saturday next year. 

Pastor’s Report.  Pastor Gilbertson reported two funerals, Karen Blankenbaker, Charlie Nachand. She 

visited several persons who were home-bound or hospitalized. Several local area meetings and events 

were attended. Family Music Night now has 13 regular attendees of that group. As all members were now 

present, Pastor Trisha led the council in prayer and then in an activity. 

Personnel Report: The finance committee did approve several motions relating to personal vacations 

and schedules. The motions were seconded by Mike Campbell, voted on and approved by the Council. 

Spiritual Life: Steffanie O’Neal suggested the congregation sign cards monthly to send to our shut-ins. 

December worship dates are listed in the Youth report. 

Barney reported on the preschool items that needed clarification. The start times on Monday and 

Thursday will change to 9:30 a.m.  

Youth: Bev Hennegan provided dates for coming events. 

December 2 – Hanging of the Greens 

December 16 – Children’s Play 

December 25 – Christmas Eve 7:00 p.m. One Service 

Missions & Growth: Kelley Curran reported on Facebook postings for upcoming events. There are 

plans to have the Job Resource center and a Health unit available at Loaves and Fishes. 

Elders meeting: Cancelled this month 

Nominations: Mike Campbell reported that the Team Chairs / Officers slate is filled.  

New Business: Neighbors in Need/Benevolences/Hurricane relief were covered. Pastor Trisha also 

checked on the UCC Disaster Response Web page and found a 2018 Hurricane Disaster Response Cam-

paign.  These campaigns will be included in future services. 

The meeting was closed at 7:45 p.m. with Pastor Trisha Gilbertson leading the Council in the Lord’s 

Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Eden Kuhlenschmidt 

Council Secretary 



November Altar Flowers & Bulletins 

Altar Flower 

Purchase 

Bulletin 

Purchase 

4th—Bev Hennegan 

11th—Linda Reinstedler 

18th— 

25th— 

 

4th— 

11th— 

18th— 

25th— 

January Loaves & Fishes 

5th—Wall Street 19th—Faith Lutheran 

12th—St. Augustine 

 

26th—Anchor Club 

 

December Birthdays 

December Anniversaries  

None 

1st Drew Ellis 

 Bud Jenkins 

3rd Marvin Bliss 

4th Nastia Gast 

 Atlas Phan 

9th Steve Lopp 

11th Jacob Harting 
13th Erica Jefferson 

16th Peggy Hardaway 

 Todd  

    Willenborg, Jr. 

18th Keith Spencer 

19th Rachel Byars 

22nd Beth Maloney 

24th Emily Cotner 

 Mary Beth  

  Woehrle 

25th Jimmy Hardaway 

 Steve Hensley 

 Hannarose  

  Sorrell 
26th Savannah  

  Spencer 

28th Bill Maloney 

30th Kaitlyn Maloney 
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December Altar Flowers & Bulletins 

Altar Flower 

Purchase 

Bulletin  

Purchase 

2nd— 

9th—Linda Rinstedler 

16th—Barbara Wilson 

23rd—Bev Hennegan 

30th— 

2nd— 

9th— 

16th— 

23rd— 

30th— 

December Loaves & Fishes  

1st—First Presbyterian 22nd—Cook Memorial 

8th—St. Luke’s 

15th—Sacred Heart 

29th—First Baptist 

 

January Birthdays 

January Anniversaries  

11th Derek & Jennifer Ellis 

23rd Steve & Angela Hensley 

30th Bill & Debbie Wanke 

1st Gary Steedly 

4th Ken Turner 

10th Catie Lu Sorrell 

11th Dibbs Harting 

12th Elizabeth Vissing 

14th Marian Rider 

15th Mary Ann Reas 
16th Timothy Bonner 

18th Faye Eades 

19th Lonnie Burns 

22nd Harrison Eades 

24th Willie Watson 

25th Butch Trinkle 

26th Linda Stirr 

 Ryan Bean 

27th Peggy Enteman 

 Carol Maloney 
28th Barbara Wilson 

29th Martha Frame 

31st Larry Coe 
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The Book of Golden Memories list is now available in its 

entirety on the St. Luke’s website at www.stlukes.cc.  

January Altar Flowers & Bulletins 

Altar Flower 

Purchase 

Bulletin  

Purchase 

6th— 

13th— 

20th— 

27th— 

6th— 

13th— 

20th— 

27th— 







329 Walnut Street 

Jeffersonville, IN 47130 

Phone: 812-282-3383 

E-mail: office@stlukes.cc 

Website: www.stlukes.cc 

A friendly 

family of 

faith 

Follow us on Facebook! 

www.facebook.com/stlukesjeff 

ST. LUKE’S 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

  

 No matter who you are 

  Or where you are  

   On life’s journey, 

You’re welcome here. 


